
Writing Prompts

Note: You don’t have to give the entire class the same prompt. You can respond to individual journals. Write your comments in their journals and discuss with students from time to time. Students will respond to your comments.

Grades K – 5: 

Sports & Current Events

1. What was your favorite sport in the Winter Olympics? Describe the sport, the outfit that is worn. Tell whether it is performed on snow or ice. Describe the movements, muscles involved in performing well in this sport.

2. Describe a storm you have witnessed, snow, thunderstorm, wind/dust, etc). What was the area like before the storm? How high were the winds? Was there much destruction? If yes, what type? Describe what you saw. How did you feel during the storm? What was the area like after the storm? Discuss/describe what you may have seen/heard about it on the news.

3. How did you feel when your favorite character won a (gold) medal in the Olympics (Winter, Summer)? Why was this important to you?

4. What is the significance of Black History Month? Why is this month important to African Americans and other Americans as well?

5. What is the significance of Women’s History Month? Why is this month important to Women and other Americans as well?

6. What is the best day you have ever spent with your family? Think about the best day that you ever spent with your family. Think about reasons that made it the best day ever! Write a paper telling about the best day you ever spent with your family. Include at least three reasons in your paper that explain what made it the best day. Be sure to use specific details to support each of your reasons. Use vivid verbs and adjectives to make your paper interesting to read.

Grades 6 -12

Social Studies/Current Events

1. Is there a roadway or building in your area that you believe something should be done about? Is it dangerous? Have people been hurt there, or does it make the neighborhood look bad? Write a letter to your congressman describing this roadway or building. Explain what you’d like to be done about the problem. If it is a roadway, should the speed limit be lowered? Should more police man the roadway? Should the building be demolished? What should be placed in its stead? How would your solution help your community? (jobs, safety, beautification, etc).

2. Using a current local controversy, (Dubai, Homeland Security, Abortion, etc.,) Do you agree with the decision? Why? Would you change if anything? What?

Math & Science

3. The hardest concept to learn in this unit was _____ because _____.
4. I am from another planet and although I now understand numbers, I do not understand (she fills in a concept they've worked on). Please explain it to me. 

5. You are helping your cousin (little sister, etc) with his or her math. How would you teach (she fills in a concept)? 

6. Your younger relative gives you a word problem and asks "How would you solve this problem?” Provide all of the steps you would do in sequence.

Source: http://www.everydayspelling.com/workout/prompts/promptsndx.html 

Expository:

Prompt #1: The Best Day I Ever Spent With My Family

Prompt #3: My Favorite Color is...

Everyone has a favorite color. Think about what yours is and why it is your favorite. Think about things that are your favorite color and how they make you feel. For example, if you liked the color blue, you might write: "Blue always makes me feel calm. It reminds me of the ocean. I could watch the ocean for hours. When I do, I always feel peaceful. I can almost hear the soothing sounds of the waves upon a beach when I look at the color blue." Write a paper explaining several reasons why __________ is your favorite color! Remember to use specific details to support and explain your reasons. Use interesting adjectives and descriptions to make your paper interesting to read.

Prompt #11: My Future Career!

Everyone has an idea of what they would like to do when they "grow up." Think about the career you would like to have when you finish school. Think about why you would like to have this career. Write a paper explaining what career you would like to have when you "grow up." Explain at least three reasons why this is what you would like to do. Use specific details to explain and support your reasons. Use adjectives and descriptive words to make your paper interesting to read.

Tips for Writing a Description 

Think about the place you will describe. Picture it in your mind before you write. 

Tell what you can see in the place, what you can hear, and what you can smell, taste, or touch. 

Write what makes this place different from other places. 

Tell why you like the place so much. 

Tips for Writing an Explanation 

Decide what game you will explain. 

Think about what you need to do to play the game. 

Put the steps in order from first to last. 

Use words like first, second, and third to help readers understand the game. 

Grades 3, 4, 5

Write an Advertisement
You are a famous inventor, and you have just created a new toy for kids. Write an ad to convince people to buy the toy. Try to use one or more spelling words in your advertisement.


Tips for Writing an Advertisement  (Have teachers do this and share it with their classes as examples)

Before you write the ad, decide what your new toy will be. Think of something that will be exciting, different from other toys already on the market, safe, and appealing to both toy buyers (parents) and toy users (kids). 

Your ad should make people want to buy the toy. Show how fun it is, maybe by showing kids playing with the toy. 

Use persuasive words and phrases like "New!" or "from this summer's hit movie . . ." or "exclusive," or "Be the first on your block to own . . ." 

Include in your ad whether the toy needs batteries or needs adults to assemble it. 

You might include the price of the toy (especially if it's on sale or costs less than similar toys) and which stores will carry the toy. 

Write a Recipe
Your teachers agree: healthy breakfasts mean better students. Write a recipe for a healthy breakfast—one that is sure to get your day off to a good start! Try to use words from your spelling lesson in your recipe. 


Tips for Writing a Recipe 

At the beginning of the recipe, write a list of all the ingredients needed. 

Put the steps of the recipe in order from first to last. You could number them or use words like first, second, third, and next to help readers keep track of the steps. 

Use exact measurements, like "one half cup" or "two tablespoons," so that the recipe turns out well. 

Be careful not to skip any steps. Even if the recipe seems simple to you, your readers may not have tried to prepare that particular dish. 

Write Directions
Your class is attending a field trip—an overnight camp-out! Write directions for something that you will be doing at the campsite, such as building a campfire, pitching a tent, or roasting marshmallows. Use a spelling word or two in your directions. 


Tips for Writing Directions  (students could write about how to get to school, supermarket, chuckycheese, from their house)

Make sure that your directions will be accurate—building a campfire could be dangerous if not done correctly! Do some research or ask questions if you do not know the steps yourself. 

Write the steps in order from first to last. Number the steps or use words like first, next, then, and finally to keep the steps in order. 

If it will make your steps easier to understand, include illustrations. 

Write only what someone needs to know to perform the task—extra words might be confusing! 

Write a Report
What do you think is the most important invention of all time? Write a report about the invention and why you think the invention is so important. Try to use one or more words from your spelling lesson in your report. 


Tips for Writing a Report 

Before you write your report, choose an invention that you think is really important, such as computers, electricity, television, or cars. Jot down a few notes about it. Think about what your life would be like without this invention. 

In the introduction, or beginning, of your report, be sure to identify the invention you think is important. 

The rest of your report should tell why the invention means so much. Describe how it affects your life and what it means to you. 

Write a Description
Whom do you really admire? Write a description of your hero. Use one or more spelling lesson words in your description. 


Tips for Writing a Description 

Decide who the subject of your writing will be. Your hero could be someone you know personally or someone you've heard or read about from the past or present. 

Describe your hero as if your readers have never met him or her before. Tell how you know or how you've heard about this person. 

Write about the brave or courageous things that this person has done. Why does he or she seem like a hero to you? 

Grades 6 - 12

Write an Announcement
Your Student Council is sponsoring a dance. Write an announcement to put up in the hallway that will make everyone want to come. Try to use one or more spelling words in your announcement. 


Tips for Writing an Announcement 

Make your announcement brief! If it's too wordy, people will not want to stop to read it. 

Your announcement should be eye-catching and easy to read. Capture attention by using a graphic, a logo, or a border. An announcement that is typed or printed in big, bold letters will be easier to read than one that is written in cursive letters. 

Be sure to include specifics, such as the date, the time, and admission cost for the event. 

Think about your word choices. Would you rather hear "music" or "hot hits on a surround-sound stereo system?" Choose words that will get your readers excited and involved! 

Write an Advertisement
You are starting a new business, such as lawn-mowing, pet-walking, or baby-sitting. How are you going to get clients? By advertising! Write an advertisement that will make people want to use your service. Try to use words from your spelling lesson in your advertisement.


Tips for Writing an Advertisement 

Before you write, think about the reasons that people should use your business. Do you charge less than your competition? Do you have experience? Are you more reliable than others in the same business? Decide what makes your business the best and focus on those points in your ad. 

Be honest. Customers will use your business again if they can trust you, so don't promise to do something you can't do. You should also list a price (or price range) so your customers will know what to expect before you begin the job. 

Be friendly, persuasive, and specific. Instead of writing "I have experience baby-sitting children of different ages," write "I have been baby-sitting children from the ages of 1-8 for the last two years." 

Tell potential clients why you are qualified for the job. Did you take a baby-sitting class? If you are going to care for pet, have you volunteered at an animal shelter? Customers need to know why they should hire you. 

Write a Business Letter
Your class is holding a fun fair to raise money for a community project. You need businesses to donate prizes and snacks for your booths. Write to a local business owner to ask for help with your project. Include at least one spelling word in your letter. 


Tips for Writing a Business Letter 

Remember that the language in a business letter should be more formal than in a letter to a friend. Pay careful attention to your grammar and avoid using slang. 

Use the correct form for a business letter, including a heading, inside address, greeting, body, closing, and signature. Check your spelling, and use your best handwriting (or word processing). 

In your letter, make your request specific. Too many details will make it hard for the reader to focus on what you want. 

Be sure to thank the person reading the letter for considering your request. Doing this will make him or her more likely to do as you ask

Write a News Article
It is twenty years in the future, and you are receiving an award. Maybe it's the Nobel Prize, a Sports Hall of Fame nomination, or an Academy Award. Write a news article about the award presentation. Use one or more spelling lesson words in your article. 


Tips for Writing a News Article 

Before you write, decide if the article is going to be written from your point of view (in the first person, using words such as I and me) or from the point of view of an outside observer watching the event (using words like he, she, and they). 

Good news stories answer the questions Who, What, When, Where, and Why. Be sure that your article addresses all these points. 

Give the article a "you are there" feeling by including direct quotations from people who are attending the event. (If you are writing about a made-up event, you can make up some quotations!) 

Write a Travel Diary
Imagine that you are a famous explorer, such as Christopher Columbus, Marco Polo, Lewis or Clark, or Robert Edwin Peary (the person who first reached the North Pole). As the explorer, write three different journal entries that tell where you are traveling, what you are doing there, and your impressions of the place. Try to use one or more words from your spelling lesson. 


Tips for Writing a Travel Diary 

Because you are the traveler, write your diary entries from the first-person point of view, using the word I. 

Be sure to date the entries so that readers will know when your journey took place. 

Give detailed and specific descriptions of the interesting points of your journey. Everyone eats lunch every day, so simply writing "We ate lunch" won't be too exciting for your readers. If you had something that you can only eat in this particular place, like smoked squid and kelp sandwiches, then you should write about it! 

Try to record not only what you are seeing and doing, but also how you feel about your journey. Are you bored by how long it takes to reach your destination? Are you fearful of the extreme weather conditions? 

If you are writing from the point of view of a famous explorer, you may need to do some research to find out some specific facts about the adventure. You may also, however, need to make up some of the points of your diary, such as how the explorer feels at any particular time. 

Write Directions
What should you do if someone has a cut? a second-degree burn? a broken bone? Write directions for a first-aid procedure, being sure to give specific steps and the materials needed for the procedure. If possible, use one or more of the spelling words in your directions. 


Tips for Writing Directions 

It's important for directions to be accurate. If you are unsure of the exact steps, ask someone or do some research to find out. 

Write your steps in order of how they should be done. Using words like first, next, then, and finally will help your readers perform the steps in order. 

Include illustrations to clarify the steps in your directions. 

Make sure your directions are brief and specific. Include only the information someone needs to perform the task—extra words might be confusing! 

Write an Editorial
Your school wants to start a new rule: all students must dress the same to come to school. Do you agree or disagree with this rule? Write an editorial for the school newspaper to state your position. Try to use at least one word from your spelling lesson in the editorial. 


Tips for Writing an Editorial 

At the beginning of the editorial, clearly state your position on the issue. 

In an editorial, you give your opinion on an issue, but you need to be sure to back up your opinion with facts that support your argument. (In other words, you can't just write, "I hate this new rule!") 

Put the reasons for your position in order from the least important to the most important. What you write last will stay the most in your readers' minds. 

Write a Personal Narrative
What experience have you had that has taught you something important? Maybe winning the league championship, for example, taught you that team work and practice are important. Write a short chapter from your autobiography to detail this experience. Try to use one or more words from your spelling lesson in your writing. 


Tips for Writing a Personal Narrative 

Because this writing is about one of your experiences, write from the first-person point of view, using words like I and me. 

Tell the story as if you are experiencing it, including sensory details to draw your readers into the story and make them feel a part of it. 

Your story will be easier to understand if you write the events in order from beginning to end. Using words like first, second, then, next, and finally will help readers keep track of what happens. 

The last sentence or two of your narrative should provide some conclusion, such as what you learned from an experience. Be careful not to leave your readers "hanging," wondering what the end of the story is. 

Write a Report
Write a report about a book that you recently read and enjoyed. Be sure to detail the important facts about the book as well as tell why you like it so much. Try to use one or more words from your spelling lesson in your report. 


Tips for Writing a Report 

Gather your thoughts before writing your report, perhaps organizing an informal outline or writing facts on note cards. 

Reports contain factual information. For a book report, be sure to include information like the name of the author, the names of the characters, and enough of the plot to get readers interested without giving away the entire story. 

A report should include an introduction, body, and conclusion. Your introduction should draw readers into the topic, the body should state the main points, and the conclusion should bring the report to an end, perhaps by summarizing the main points or stating an opinion about the topic. 

How to Write the 5 paragraph essay & prompts

· Source: http://www.geocities.com/SoHo/Atrium/1437/ 
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