
REWORDING 

REWORDING --give a statement, definition, or procedure, and have the students reword or rewrite it using different terms or using their own words. This technique is a good diagnostic tool, a good reinforcer, and a good way of personalizing content. 

  

We can ask students if they heard or understood what we've said and hear the answer "yes." Rewording is a way of proving they have heard and understood. Rewording is also a way of assisting students to personalize and internalize what we try to teach. 

  

If writing assignments are kept short, they can easily and regularly be used in the classroom. Some of the following formats of rewording are short enough to complete in class and still complete the lesson. Some are suitable for in class use but require more time than normally allocated to teach a lesson. Still others are lessons in themselves or should be out of class assignments. As you read each format, think about whether it could be used in class as usual, would require more class time than usual or should be used out of class. 
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	1. Make a statement. Ask students to write exactly what you just said, quoting you as closely as possible,
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	2. Make a statement. Ask students to restate in their own words what you just said.
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	3. After asking a question, ask students to restate the same question in another way.
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4. Use or explain or write a formula or equation. Have the students copy the formula and using arrows label each variable with a word. For example:
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	5. Write an equation. Have students translate the equation into a sentence in English. For example: P(q) = R(q) - c(q) means "Profit equals revenue minus cost."
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	6. Have the students read a familiar question or problem. Ask them to write their own question like the first question and then answer this question. For example: 
Given: "Nancy bought a record. She had a $ 5 bill and the record cost $4.50. How much change did she get?"
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	7. Have the students read a familiar question or problem. Have students write a similar, or easier, or more difficult story problem. (This exercise is also a good springboard for word problem or even problem solving activities [Azzolino, 1987.)


Here are my comments on the different formats. How did yours compare? 

One, 2, 3, perhaps 4, and perhaps 5. I consider to be in class activities. These act as an echo or as punctuation of the lecture. 

Four, 5, and perhaps 6 lengthen lecture time. These are valuable questions to ask and have students write about, but may require longer time for thought and completion. 

I consider 5 and 7 out of class assignments. Entire writing lessons could be developed using these formats.
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