Think-Tac-Toe: U.S. Government

	If you could choose, which branch of government would you most like to be a member of? Why? Justify your choice in a paragraph. Be sure to address the specific powers and responsibilities that you would have in that branch and how they would differ from members of another branch.
	Write a conversation between two members of different branches of government in which each person discusses his or her roles and responsibilities in government. How will these people describe themselves and their work? How will they compare what they do as members of government?
	Create a new symbol for each of the branches of government. Each of the symbols should fully demonstrate the role of each branch as well as its specific powers. Then create a short, written statement explaining each of your original symbols.

	Create a visual, using both pictures and words, that clearly shows how the U.S. government’s system of checks and balances works. Your work should help younger viewers to better understand the relationships among the three branches of government. Be sure to explain why checks and balances are needed. 
	How does a system of checks and balances work in nature? Find a way to show how this system in nature compares to this system in the U.S. government. What would happen if both nature and the U.S. government did not have this type of system? Use both words and picture to support your thinking.  
	Research the philosophy of Baron de Montesquieau. How did his thinking influence the authors of the U.S. Constitution? Write a paragraph explaining what you find. Write a second paragraph providing your opinion of his philosophy.

	You are a recently ratified amendment to the U.S. Constitution. Create a visual map that illustrates your journey to ratification. Where did you begin? How did you get to the end of your journey? What “difficulties” did you come up against on your journey to ratification? 
	Select an event, question, or problem that led to an amendment to the Constitution. How did this amendment respond to a particular issue? What might be different about our society today if this amendment had not been ratified? Write a paragraph summarizing your findings and opinions.  
	You are serving on a committee whose mission is to choose which amendment to the Constitution ratified during the 1900’s has had the biggest effect on American society. Which amendment will receive your vote and why? Prepare a short speech to be delivered to the rest of your committee.


