Tomlinson’s Equalizer
Think of each of the following pairings as a continuum that you can use to modify lessons and tasks for students. For instance, there are times when some students need to be working with more simple ideas and resources while others might need to be working with greater complexity. For a particular task, some students may need more structure while others may be ready to work in a more open-ended manner. 

1. Foundational ↔ transformational

2. Concrete ↔ abstract

3. Simple ↔ complex

4. Fewer facets ↔ multi-facets

5. Smaller leap ↔ greater leap

6. More structured ↔ more open

7. Clearly-defined problems ↔ fuzzy problems

8. Less independence ↔ greater independence

9. Slower pace ↔ quicker pace

(From Carol Ann Tomlinson’s The Differentiated Classroom: Responding to the Needs of All Learners, 1999)

