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By “Mr. B”
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Description of our Tour:

Why are giraffes so tall?  Why do they have black tongues?  Why are giraffes known as the "Guardians of the Grasslands"? If you would like to know the answers to these and many other interesting Giraffe facts – you’re in the right place! Join "Mr. B" (Public Educator at the Phoenix Zoo), as he takes you on an exciting 30 minute journey to learn all about giraffes! This guide includes other resources to use before or after the live webcast.

Website recommendations for further study on giraffes:

www.sandiegozoo.org 

www.nationalzoo.si.edu 

www.randomgiraffefacts.com
Book recommendations for further study on giraffes:

"Tall Blondes: A Book About Giraffes" by Lynn Sherr

"Giraffes" by Emilie Lepthien

Activity 1:

Do some more research and write a paper comparing and contrasting finger prints and giraffe’s skin.

Activity 2: 

Write a poem about a giraffe who has just been born!

Activity 3: 

There is another animal in the giraffe family that is very unique – research what it is and show the differences and similarities amongst the animals. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Okapi)

Critical Thinking Questions:

How do giraffes defend themselves against predators?

Why do giraffes walk the way they do?

Why do giraffes spend almost all of their time standing up?

Vocabulary:
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Gallop  - a fast running motion, three beat gait 

Grasslands – an area such as a prairie or meadow, moderately dry climate, found in regions between forests and deserts.

Guardians – someone who watches over or protects

Pattern – a decorative design or a natural marking or design

Predator – an animal that hunts and lives by eating other animals

Savanna - grassland region with scattered trees, grading into either open plain or woodland, usually in subtropical or tropical regions.
Tongue - Anatomy. the usually movable organ in the floor of the mouth in humans and most vertebrates, functioning in eating, in tasting, and, in humans, in speaking.
Unique – not typical, unusual, the only one in existence, nothing like it.

Use these circles to help compare and contrast. In the circle on the left write things that are just about giraffes. In the circle on right write things that are just about Okapis. Write things that they have in common in the overlapping parts of the circle.
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